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The supremacy of service
Greetings precious hearts in the wonderful name of our soon coming King, Jesus Christ the righteous. It is a
blessed privilege to be servant leader to so great a people as O’Fallon Apostolic Assembly. I am delighted to
share a thought with you, as we enter into another month. It is the thought of being a servant in God’s kingdom
that looms large in my spirit.
As Jesus’ disciples, believing that the Kingdom had indeed come, they grappled with who would have what
position of authority in that kingdom. Our Lord taught them a core principle about the character of that
kingdom. In Mark’s Gospel, chapter ten, beginning at verse forty-two to verse forty-five, we find these words:
(42) But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.
(43) But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:
(44) And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.
(45) For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Our Lord contrasts the spirit that is in the world, and was even in the disciples (as illustrated by James and
John, the sons of Zebedee). The worldly attitude is that greatness is defined by power over others. The more
people you control, the greater you are. Oh, that all of God’s people would see conflict as a teachable moment.
Jesus called His disciples to Him and began to instruct them. He did not react impatiently. I would have
probably been very irritated with them. After all, hadn’t they been with Him since the beginning of His
ministry? Hadn’t they followed Him from place to place, watching Him demonstrate the power of God in loving
and miraculous ways? Why didn’t they get the message? So, He patiently and thoughtfully taught them. The way
of the world was not to be their way. Quite the contrary, whoever would be great among God’s people must first
become their servant. Then He extends the thought to its conclusion: and whosoever of you will be the chiefest,
shall be servant of all. Put into our terms, the more one desires to lead, the more one must serve. The more one
is promoted, gifted, exalted or elevated, the more one must be the servant of others.
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What a contrary idea! What a novel notion! It opposes the notion that seems so basic to every
instinct. There is no ‘survival of the fittest’ here. There is no ‘first come, first served’. There is no
‘rank has its privileges’. Here is the heart of service. For if the very God of Heaven and Earth
could
humble himself to be the servant and to give His life a ransom for many (to as many as would
believe on Him), how could any of His followers do differently? He has set before us an
inescapable example. It is enough for the servant to be as his Lord.
I believe that in this moment, there is a reminder to the household of faith of the importance of
service. This is what we have all been called to do. God is calling us to service. To serve the
greater good. To serve the kingdom of God. To serve the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Giving Thanks to Our God
We are to give thanks no matter what the circumstances are. God deserves more than we could
ever give in return. God is our source, protector, our father and so much more…
GOD IS SOVEREIGN
“Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all
that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head
above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power
and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all” (1 Chronicles 29:11-12).
This means that there is nothing in this world that is out of God’s control or influence. God has
complete authority over everything that happens. God is the ultimate source of power and
superiority in this world, and there are no limitations with Him. There is nothing that is impossible
with God. We can feel grateful for this knowing that nothing that happens or comes to us in our life
is out of God’s control.
GOD IS GOOD
“For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations” (Psalm 100:5).
God is good, all the time. There is no evil in Him. There is only love. And perfect love casts out all
fear. Fear is of the devil. God is love. He is so good to us!
SACRIFICE OF PRAISE
We can have thankful hearts toward God even when we do not feel thankful for the circumstance.
We can grieve and still be thankful. We can hurt and still be thankful. We can be upset with the
circumstances and still be thankful toward God. That is what the Bible calls a “sacrifice of praise”
(Hebrews 13:5). Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Giving thanks to God keeps our hearts in right relationship
with Him and saves us from a host of harmful emotions and attitudes that will rob us of the peace
God wants us to experience. Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Happy Thanksgiving to all!!! Be Blessed!
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Where Do We Fit In?
The covid pandemic starkly demonstrated in the natural the need for a healthy body. First in the natural, then the spiritual.
Being a healthy member of the body of Christ, preparing to see the Lord’s face in peace, fulfilling the good works God has
before ordained for us as individuals - there is a lot to do! As we prepare for the year ahead it seems appropriate to sharpen
our focus and keep working on perfecting those things we know to be of God. It’s a good time to reaffirm our place in the
body. But, where do we fit in?
God-Ordained Authority Structures (Excerpted and amended from Institute in Basic Life Principles.)
In the body of Christ, recognizing and obeying the one in charge brings security and order to a group. (Recall the relationship
of the shepherd/under-shepherds to the sheep). Each person looks to the leader for direction and accountability, and he or
she provides guidance for working through questions or problems that arise… In the Bible, God outlines authority structures
that provide direction for the family, church, workplace, and government. “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1).
Church Leaders - Church Members
Within the church, the leadership of pastors, elders, and teachers is essential for the health of the body of Christ. Believers
are to honor and respect leaders and to submit to one another and walk in humility. See Ephesians 4:11-16, Hebrews 13:17, and
1 Peter 5:1-11. Do you know that we as members will not be judged on how well our leaders led us, but on how well we
submitted to their direction?
How Can We Honor Our Church Leaders? (Excepted and amended from - Explore the Bible: Lifeway)
1. Love Them
“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you,
and to regard them very highly in love because of their work” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).
The measure of our love for our leaders is Christ’s undeserving love for us (John 13:34). The description of the kind of love our
leaders need is 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.
One specific way to love your pastor/assistant pastors: protect them! Paul counseled Timothy, “Don’t accept an accusation
against an elder unless it is supported by two or three witnesses” (1 Tim. 5:19). Church leaders are easy targets of unrealistic
expectations. We honor them and love them by protecting them from false accusations and criticisms.
2. Pray for Them
“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to strive together with
me in fervent prayers to God on my behalf” (Rom. 15:30).
Church leaders need specific prayer that goes beyond the generic “bless our pastor/assistant pastors.” Here are seven very
specific and biblical ways you can pray for your pastor/assistant pastors:
Pray that their first love will be Jesus (John 21:15-17).
Pray they will have the mindset that true success in ministry is measured by faithfulness to God—nothing more, nothing
less (1 Cor. 4:2).
Pray they will continually seek God’s direction for our church (Ex. 33:13-15; Ps. 32:8; James 1:5).
Pray they will have boldness to speak the truth and grace to speak it with humility (Acts 20:18-21; Eph. 6:19).
Pray that they will teach sound doctrine (2 Tim. 2:15; Titus 1:9; 2:1).
Pray God will protect them from negative criticism, false expectations, and gossip, and that they will have a soft heart in
the face of abusive and mean-spirited people (Prov. 26:4).
Pray they will receive the rest that they need (Luke 5:15-16).
3. Follow Them
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, since they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account, so that they
can do this with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17).
Scripture teaches the accountability of leaders to lead well. They lead under God’s leadership and are ultimately accountable
to Him. Scripture also teaches the responsibility of church members to obey and submit to their leaders. This is not blind
obedience. Insofar as leaders teach in accordance with God’s Word, we are to “obey … submit to them.”
4. Support Them
“The elders who are good leaders are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says: Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain, and the worker is worthy of his wage” (1 Tim.
5:17-18).
In addition to obedience, financial support was at least a part of the “double honor” to which Paul referred. Loving and
supporting our church leaders at OAA demonstrates that we know our place in the body of Christ. It is nothing short of the
working of His perfect will on earth.

PRAYER & ZOOM INFO
Prayer List
Bishop & First Lady Gregory Wells
Bishop & First Lady Larry Jones
Bishop & First Lady James Ware
1st Lady Joyce Moore
Mother Mary Brooks
Mother Sallie Jefferson
Mother Sarah Rodgers
Sis. Alicia Jennings
Sis. Diane Yates
Sis. Senoria Brown
Yvonda Fletcher (Sis. LeSane's mom)
Bro. Chris Latta
LeSane Family
1st responders
Families in bereavement
Those who are sick
The backsliders
The lost
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Zoom Info

Nov 3, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 883 3442 5991
Passcode: 224123
Nov 17, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 895 9807 8402
Passcode: 723028
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