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From the Bishop's Desk...

Summer is past, are we saved yet?
Praise the Lord and greetings in the glorious name of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am delighted in having
the opportunity to share a thought or two as we prepare to enter the month of September.
As I considered what to write, I was reminded of the scripture in Jeremiah 8:20. “The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” This was said in the context of Yahweh’s indictment
against Judah for their idolatrous lifestyle. They worshiped the gods of many of their heathen
neighbors. They burnt incense and worshiped these idols and were not therefore faithful to the True and
Living God, who had always delivered them.As a result, Yahweh pronounced the coming judgement.
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The end of Summer or Autumn was the time of the harvest or the gathering of all that they labored for
in the farming season. It is also the time of begins the time of Jewish Holy Feast Seasons: Rosh
Hashanah (The Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement). These holy days call the
people to a time of self-examination and rededication to Yahweh, the True and Living God. So, God
through Jeremiah, tells the people that they are not where they need to be in their relationship with
Him. Their affection has been siphoned from Him and directed to idols which are only images or
carvings.
Are we in the same situation today. Have we wondered in our affections toward the True and Living
God, Jesus Christ. I think that what many of us consider Christianity, is not connected to the God of the
Bible. We have created a kind of “cultural Christianity”, that embraces our desires, tastes and ideas
and excludes the directions and commandments of the Lord.We are accepting and following concepts,
in our attempt to not be offensive or to be tolerant, that defy the commandments of the Lord.
Remember Paul’s teaching in Galatians 6:9, “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”A little sin
spreads and permeates the entire life in a very little time.
As we start to approach the latter parts of the year of 2022, let’s realize that we are moving closer and
closer to the moment of Christ’s return. Let’s monitor ourselves (more than monitoring others). Let us
assure that when this season of harvest is over, that we will know of assuredly, that we are saved.
Maranatha,
Bishop Gregory Wells, Sr.
Bishop Wells, Sr., D.D.
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Connection Corner
Tick Tock Goes the Clock

By Evan. B. Harris

Time is moving at a fast pace and saints are on burnout, tired, overwhelmed by tasks and chores. Constantly trying to complete or tie
up loose ends, adding more and taking less from your agendas. Are we using time wisely? Are we asking God to order our steps? Why
do we have to get sick to rest our bodies and minds?
Is God the Priority in Our Life?
Let’s take a moment and think about each brand-new day God gives us. What is the first thing you do each morning? Before you get
out of your bed, you’re probably already planning out your daily tasks. What if you just started praying as soon as your eyes are open;
what if you just chose to stay there and pray before you put your feet to the floor? What if we pushed aside just for a little while all the
stuff our brains are absorbing for the day? What if we stop carrying around yesterday and the week before baggage? What if we allow
the Lord to help us prioritize our day and time more effectively? What if we turn off those electronic devices (which can be considered
WASTE ZONE items) taking up space in our minds and leaving little room for God? How do we make God a Priority in our lives?
A good way to make God your priority is by planning your day first thing in the morning. Identify all your things-to-do, then rank
them based on urgency and importance. Make sure to set aside time for prayers, reading the scriptures, or quiet contemplation.
Ask the Lord to help you remove the clutter from your life – the things that distract and pull you away from your God - given purpose
and goals. Clutter includes time clutter – things that clutter your schedule with unimportant activities and obligations.
Be Blessed!!!!
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Connection Corner
Yes, Ducks Eat Snails

By Sis. T. Isley

Romans 8:28 - "And we know that all things work together for good..."
Have you seen the movie The Biggest Little Farm? It’s the story of a chef and a filmmaker who had a vision of a farm that would be
managed in complete harmony with nature - no chemicals to kill ‘pests’, as much diversity in planting as possible (they ended up with
over 175 different kinds of fruit trees!), and domesticated and wild animal life coexisting. These city folks got their farm, but not
without some bumps and learning along the way.
A couple of years into their venture, their expert mentor passed away, leaving them with a good foundation but not a mature farm.
New problems hit all at once: the ground cover (cover crops) they had planted to nourish the soil became a perfect home to thousands of
gophers that now were eating the roots of trees and killing them; snails were overrunning the orchards, eating the leaves that helped
develop fruit; aphids were infesting the gardens; coyotes were killing chickens by the hundreds; birds swarmed the trees, eating most of
the fruit; their ducks were spending too much time in the pond, their waste causing a toxic algae bloom which was killing the fish, and
the worst drought in 1,200 years hit. Oh, did I mention the fire?
With every serious new problem, the farmer learned to stand back and observe it, waiting for the solution to present itself. (Proverbs
3:5,6 - Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths). Then one day he saw a duck eat a snail…and the farmer got a fresh set of eyes. He took the ducks out of the pond
for several hours a day and released them into the orchards. They ate over 90 thousand snails in a single season, leaving most of their
waste (aka fertilizer) in the orchards, feeding the soil for the trees. As a result, the pond water cleared up and the fish came back. He
read that chickens ate aphids so he put chickens in the garden for several hours a day to eat aphids and fertilize the ground.
To keep the coyotes from killing the chickens, he put a sheep guardian dog in their pasture. These dogs don’t usually like birds, but
the farmer noticed one dog who was kind to the chickens! Now that the coyotes couldn’t get the chickens, they turned to hunting the
gophers that were destroying the tree roots. They put up barn owl boxes for owls to nest in. There was no guarantee that owls would
come, but they did. More than a hundred came to live on the farm, eating thousands of gophers each season. Along with the owls came
other birds of prey - hawks. These hawks not only ate gophers but primarily they hunted the smaller birds that were eating the fruit and
destroying crops. The hawks were natural scarecrows, keeping away the offending birds. The fruit on the trees grew fat and sweet.
But what of the drought? And the fire? Well into the drought, the 2017 Ventura fire burned 1/4 of a million acres. The fire had jumped
from farm to farm and it looked like their little farm was next. As they were about to evacuate, the Lord turned the wind, and all of their
land was spared. Then the Lord sent rain. All the surrounding farms (mega farms with only one or two crops) experienced flooding and
the topsoil washed away. There was nothing on the land to hold the soil or water. But not on their little farm. The cover crops that had
been planted kept the soil in place and acted like a sponge, absorbing all the rainwater and allowing the water to sink into underground
water channels on the farm. They cached over 200 million gallons of water, allowing them to water the land for years to come.
The movie was a wonderful picture of Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. It is a reminder of how God designed the body of Christ - each of us uniquely
important to one another. Each of us with a special gift and purpose. As old problems are solved, new ones present themselves but if we
are to flourish it is necessary to step back and see. If challenges seem to be mounting, tuck Romans 8:28 away in your heart. Remind
yourself that there is a perfect solution to the problem, and it will be revealed to you if you learn to step back and see. That’s Proverbs
3:5,6 - Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths.
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Prayer List
Bishop & First Lady Gregory Wells
Bishop & First Lady Larry Jones
Bishop & First Lady James Ware
Mother Mary Brooks
Mother Sallie Jefferson
Mother Sarah Rodgers
Sis. Alicia Jennings
Sis. Diane Yates
Sis. LaMyeia Bradshaw
Sis. Senoria Brown
Sis. Veronica Steele (relocation)
Yvonda Fletcher (Sis. LeSane's mom)
Chris Latta
Douglas Family
Gardener Family
LeSane Family
Pugh Family
Tate/ Hughlett/ Sykes Families

Zoom Information
Dial In: (312) 626-6799
Sep 1, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 843 1162 2405
Passcode: 108260
Sep 8, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 873 3957 5950
Passcode: 694291
Sep 15, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 862 7591 4433
Passcode: 567563
Sep 22, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 899 5962 5429
Passcode: 333634
Sep 29, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 822 1119 0402
Passcode: 947225

1st responders (Police/Fire/EMS)
Military personnel
Leaders (church/ government)
Backsliders
Those affected by illnesses
Ukraine/ Haiti
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