July 2022

ofallonapostolic@gmail.com

OAA

NEWSLETTER

FROM BISHOP'S DESK
REFLECTIONS

Vol 5 Issue 7

CONTENT:

Bishop's Desk................................................1
Connection Corner...................................2-3
Calendar...........................................................4
OAA Events.....................................................5
Additional Events.........................................6
Prayer List/ Zoom Info................................7
Misc....................................................................8

Praise the Lord and greetings to all of the precious Saints of O’Fallon
Apostolic Assembly and to our many friends. I am delighted in having the
opportunity to communicate with all of you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let me begin our conversation today by first saying how much I appreciate the Lord for allowing
me to serve as servant leader of so great a fellowship as O’Fallon Apostolic Assembly. I recently
received such an overwhelming outpouring of love from my family, both natural and spiritual. Having
now arrived at the biblical average age of “three score and ten,” I am compelled to reflect on the
goodness of Jesus.
Forty years ago, in June of 1982, at the age of thirty years old, I began my journey as pastor of a local
church of Jesus Christ. My wife, Joyce accompanied me in a walk which was a filled with heartaches as
much as it was filled with joy. We left our home in Chicago, Illinois, and relocated to O’Fallon,
Illinois.We would commute from our home to our church, House of Prayer of the Apostolic Church in
Carbondale, a distance of about ninety miles, two and sometimes three times a week. I remember when
my little family; my wife, three sons and one daughter would sleep and sometimes rest between services
in a little, mouse occupied hotel room in Carbondale, Illinois. I remember the sweet times of fellowship
when some of the saints would open their homes to us and invite us to their dinner table for no other
reason than they loved us as we endeavored to serve them as their pastor and First Lady. I distinctly
recall, after having established The O’Fallon Christian Church of the Apostolic Faith in 1987, members
of the church and myself painting the building wherein we worshiped. While we were painting, the
owner of the building came through, giving a tour to the “NEW” owners of the building. Our tiny
congregation would now need to find a new house to worship in. Then one day the Lord called my wife’s
attention to a gutted-out building on State Street in O’Fallon with “For Sale” in the window. When we
inspected the place, it didn’t have electrical wiring, plumbing or even floors on either of the two levels,
yet the Lord told me that this was the place. He began to let me see what that space would be as the
house of worship for His people.Sure enough, through a lot of hard work and faithful giving by many
former members, some of whom have moved to other ministries, some of whom have gone on to be with
the Lord, and some who remain faithfully involved to this day, the Lord did it. We sold that building in
1999 and marched to our current location, triumphantly with my pastor, the late Honorable Bishop
Alphonso Scott, my Sainted Mothers, Mother Mary Parker, and Mother Ann Burks (my dear Mother in
Love).
While our church grew dramatically, we could not foresee that times of testing yet lie ahead. We go
from a having nearly two hundred and fifty members to our current size of about seventy members. Yet
having gone through the downsizing of members, the struggle to maintain a ministry of excellence with
such a reduced staff, and the COVID-19 pandemic, we have continued to this day. The Lord continues to
help us as a church and to help Lady Wells and I in particular.Our omniscient God knew all that would
come to pass. His provision was to bless me with a loving and committed wife, who would stand with me
as I lived out my life’s calling. My loving family and the precious Saints of God have all stood with me
through forty years of pastoring and seventy years of living. It’s good to pause at this momentous
moment of my life to reflect on how good God has been.
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Psalms chapter 130

1 A song of ascents. Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 2 Lord, hear my voice. Let your
ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could
stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 5 I wait
for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. 6 I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 7
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full
redemption. 8 He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
Psalms chapter 130 teaches us how to hold on by giving us hope in the worst of times. We
are living in a dying world, a world that has taken God for granted or has simply ignored him
altogether. These Psalms teach us how to wait through the suffering, hard times, and trouble
on every side kind of situation. Psalm 130 is also one of seven penitential psalms in the bible
(Psalms 6; 32; 38; 51; 102; 130; 143). These are psalms which express sorrow for sin and ask
for God’s forgiveness for sin. The psalm is a call for help, a cry for forgiveness, and it is all
about waiting for the Lord in hope.
Waiting. No one likes to wait, and yet life is full of waiting. Waiting on the mail. Waiting
on answers to your questions. Waiting on traffic lights. Waiting for the end of your work
shift. Waiting on medical results. Waiting! Psalm 130 is a psalm about waiting. The psalmist
is crying out to the Lord from a place of deep pain and distress. but the focus is not on waiting
through the pain. It is about waiting in hope, which is what makes it one of the psalms of trust.
This psalm tells us three things about waiting on the Lord: 1) Cry to the Lord for mercy;
2) Wait for the Lord expectantly; 3) Put your hope in the Lord.
We must understand that in God’s hand waiting is not a meaningless pause, interruption, or
wasted time. We cannot rush through/past this period because waiting has a purpose much
deeper and more refining than we could ever imagine. These psalms teach us how to wait,
they will also give us words when we can’t seem to find them. They will give us hope in times
when we feel all hope is gone. They will teach us to listen in stillness and silence so we can
hear God’s voice without the noise and loudness of our day-to-day life, modern technology or
meaningless communication. Don’t move from your blessing location. Stand still and wait, I
say, on the Lord. Be Blessed people of God!
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In our society and on the world’s stage we see people holding on to power
simply by out-talking others. Often they disregard truth or common sense but that
does not stop them from putting their all into what they are saying. These forceful
speakers can be intimidating at times, making people feel anxious or insignificant.
When reading 1 Corinthians 2, I was struck by certain similarities between then
and now. Paul was entering Corinth, a city whose people highly regarded rhetoric
and discourse anchored in the flesh. Paul was “determined not to know anything
among (them), save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor 2:2). He came in
weakness, fear and trembling (v.3) yet he did not alter his course by adopting their
manner of speaking and preaching “with enticing words of man’s wisdom.”
Rather, in declaring the testimony of God (v.1), he spake “in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power” (v. 4).
I so admire Paul’s stance. I thought about how there are so many vainglorious
speakers today anchored in the flesh, winning people to their own selves with their
own ideas and philosophies. Then there is Paul. Paul’s motives were pure,
wanting their faith to not “stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God”
(v.5). We may all at times wish that we could speak as Paul did - “in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” Well, good news!! We can!! It’s called
the Gospel!! It’s the birth, (life), death, and resurrection of Jesus. If, like Paul, we
push past the outward appearances and reject trying to be like the world, remaining
steadfast with the message of the cross, we too will speak as he did. Remember:
“the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God” (v.18).
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ZOOM INFORMATION

Bishop & First Lady Wells
Bishop & First Lady Jones
Bishop & First Lady Ware

Dial in: (312) 626-6799
Mother Mary Brooks
Mother Sallie Jefferson
Mother Sarah Rodgers
Sis. Alicia Jennings
Sis. Diane Yates
Sis. LaMyeia Bradshaw
Sis. Senoria Brown
Yvonda Fletcher (Sis.
LeSane's mom) Sis.
Audrey Douglas & Family
Gardener Family
LeSane Family
Hughlett/ Sykes Family

July 7, 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 821 3855 0461
Passcode: 132898
July 14, 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 881 6721 5400
Passcode: 743594
July 21, 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 842 4464 3556
Passcode: 787381
July 28, 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 813 4895 0991
Passcode: 588866
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