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From the Bishop's Desk
WRITTEN BY BISHOP GREGORY WELLS, SR.
IT IS THE LORD…!
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did
cast himself into the sea. John 21:7

It is my blessing to wish to each of you the grace and peace upon which can only come from Jesus. I pray that you,
your family and those dear to you are all well, even during this COVID Pandemic.
As I contemplated what to share with you for this month, I thought about the importance of keeping our minds on
Jesus. This is the biblical prescription for the defeat of despair. The writer of the book of Hebrews said, “Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds” (Hebrews 12:2,3). We are herein admonished to keep “looking unto Jesus.” This is meant to remind ourselves
about the price that He paid for our salvation. The abuse that He suffered and He then overcame, all by the lover of
our souls. But in our effort to avoid being weary and fainting in our minds, we are minded to keep our “gaze” on the
Lord Jesus. Looking at Jesus is a powerful energizer.
So imagine how the disciples and soon to become apostles, must have felt. They had seen their leader mercilessly
crucified.He had been betrayed, then abused among His own people as well as by the Romans. Then after His death,
His followers wondered if they would be next.But then they suddenly meet Him again, not as the bloody and beaten
Christ, but as the resurrected, death defeating Christ. This was not just improbable or hard to believe, this was
absolutely impossible.This martyred Rabbi, has indeed risen from the grave.
The apostles are struggling how to make sense of their “post Jesus” existence. They tried to return to their former
lifestyle, then Peter and his fishing partners suddenly see Him. Can you hear John calling to Peter, “Peter, It is the
Lord.” How Peter’s heart and mind must have raced about in His spirit as he digested that the Risen Savior had
come to be with them. I encourage each of us today, in the midst of our times of trial and confusion, what better
thing to do than to look on Jesus. Such a call would cool any flame and quiet any beast, for if God be for us, He is
more than the world can be against us.As we contemplate just what “Resurrection Sunday” means to us, what an
amazing word of encouragement: “IT IS THE LORD!”

Connection Corner
EVANGELIST BRENDA HARRIS

REMEMBER JESUS
Galatians 5:25 - If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Philippians 3:14 - I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:13 - For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

This journey was never meant to be easy, living for the Lord. God never promises a smooth sailing on the
sea type of ending to our trials and tests. We didn't come to the Lord for worldly riches and fame, we needed
a savior to get us out of the mess we were in. Salvation without Jesus could not come forth, but God (thank
you Jesus) didn't throw in the towel on us, cast us aside or write us off. No, he had another plan, one that
would allow us a way to escape what we really deserve. What a merciful God we serve. Jesus, the Son of God,
who went to Calvary on our behalf, who left his home (holy, without sin, could have said they are not worth
it) came and took our place.
Sometimes revisiting our past is a good thing, especially when it involves our salvation and the price that
was paid in full for it. Think about what it cost one man to save a dying nation, a sinful nation. So when you
think about Easter Sunday and all that surrounds it, including the passover and Palm Sunday, etc., just
remember none of this or any other day, week, month, or year would exist without (Jesus) the shedding of
blood and rising up from the grave. He pressed so we could be blessed and saved. Happy Easter Sunday,
Saints of God!
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FREE
Have you ever been in a complicated or multi-layered situation when someone said something that was
right or factual, and you had to agree in the face of the logic, but you still knew that something was wrong?
Has it ever been hard for you to sort out conflicting ideas competing for your mind? Have you been in a
situation when someone was trying to manipulate you?
Look at John 8:3,4,5b - And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and
when they had set her in the midst, They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very
act. …what sayest thou?
During a Thursday Bible Roundtable class, Bishop was teaching on pride, and he focused on a particular
aspect of it - the subjugation of others and being unfair. Subjugation means to dominate someone or bring
them under your control. These are classic manipulators who want to bring you into bondage. In John 8, the
Pharisees were trying to manipulate Jesus. We all know the story. After they ‘set her in the midst’ they said to
Jesus that the Mosaic law required her death by stoning, and they wanted to know what Jesus was going to
say. They were “tempting him, that they might have to accuse him” (John 8:6a). At one point in the roundtable
class, the comment was made: it’s true, she was taken in the very act. How do we handle that?
Bishop’s reply was that there are situations where the TRUTH will override what is “right” or “factual” in
the moment. The TRUTH is that the Pharisees’ hearts were not right toward God. They were not interested in
the law, they were interested in tricking Jesus. They were looking to create some twisted accusation to bring
Jesus into bondage. What’s more, they were willing to sacrifice the life of this woman to meet their own selfish
end!! Yes, she was taken in the act (fact), but the TRUTH of the situation was greater. The truth of the
situation (the evil in their heart) is what needed to be addressed at the root, not the woman’s behavior. I
appreciate that Jesus did not answer their direct manipulative question; He addressed the larger truth at
hand. It is beautiful to see that because Jesus addressed the larger truth at hand, the woman’s situation was
also resolved.
A lot more can be said about this situation: where was ‘the man’, what did Jesus write in the dirt, etc., but
the point to be made here is that Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). Free from manipulation, free from bondage, free from judgement and condemnation, free from
confusion, free from SIN and DEATH. Thank you, Jesus! All power is given unto you in heaven and earth
(Matthew 28:18b)!!
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Bishop & First Lady Gregory Wells
Bishop & First Lady Larry Jones
Bishop & First Lady James Ware
Bishop Courtney Jones & Family
Dr. Kenneth Goggins
Evang. Dan Rhoten
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Mother Jefferson
Mother Rodgers
Sis. Alicia Jennings
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11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 886 7668 2189
Passcode: 952734
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Meeting ID: 825 8981 7157
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April 28
11:30 AM
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Interesting information for those who may want to attend college. Follow the link >>
https://www.kmov.com/2022/03/31/illinois-provides-free-textbooks-college-students

Happy Birthday April babies!

