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FROM THE BISHOP'S DESK:
The Lion Next Time

“And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”
Revelation 5:5 I wish God’s grace and peace to all the Saints and members of the O’Fallon
Apostolic Assembly and to all our friends near and far. We are moving along in the year
2022 and I believe, as always, that the Lord will help His people. Christian ministry is
always challenged to apply the Word of God to the current culture, in every age. This age
is particularly challenging. Are you familiar with the old saying, “March comes in like a
lion and goes out like a lamb?” This refers to the hopeful advent of Spring. The weather
in the month of March is thought to come in with the wintry blast that feels like a
powerful roaring lion. But the hope is that by month’s end, the lion will be replaced by
the lamb. The hope is that the weather will be mild and comfortable, like a gentle lamb.
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There are so many confusing variables at play in our culture today. We have climate change or global
warming, political dysfunction, racial injustice, and not the least thing, COVID-19. Yet in all these things,
many people, even some Christians, don’t seem focused on getting to know Jesus better. Many seem quite
contented to think of him in what might be described as the very one dimensional view of “the modern
Christ.” That is, we seem to think of Him only as “Mary’s little Lamb.” The Lamb of God which takes away
the sin of the world, which is true according to John 3:29. But this is only one side of Him. Our culture is
much more comfortable with Him as being the gentle, kind and loving savior who is everybody’s friend. It
is a fact that in His first coming, He came in as God’s sacrificial Lamb. He reaches out to all men
everywhere so that anyone can be saved. But the moment is coming when He will return. When He does
return, it will not be as the Lamb but as the Lion.
The figure of the lion is as the powerful king of the animal world. This Lion of the Tribe of Juda is the King
of Kings and the of Lord of Lords: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as
a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he
himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And
the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:1116). This is He, returning at the end of the Tribulation. He will have appeared as the Head of the Church in
the rapture. The world will have experienced that most awful of times called the Great Tribulation. In His
first coming He was the Lamb of God, but this time, He is God at war. The folks who think of Him only as
the lamb will be in for a rude awakening. As the Seven Seals of Judgment are loosed before God’s throne in
Heaven, there is only one who can open them. John wept because there seemed to be none able to unlatch
the seals of the scrolls of the divine plan. But then suddenly, the one who had been seen as the Lamb with
Seven Eyes (The fullness of vision), comes as one who is mighty. One who is able to loose the seals. It is the
Lion of the Tribe of Judah! The Righteous Son of David, who has come to fulfill the Divine Destiny. He was
the Lamb last time. But next time, He will come as the God whom every eye shall see (Revelation 1:7). It will
be the Lion next time.
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Confession is Good for the Soul
In a recent Thursday bible class, Bishop pointed out that James 5:16 does not just
read: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” It reads:
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” If we accept the last
part of this verse as if it were not connected to the first part, we accept amiss.
During a recent altar call I confessed a fault. Mother Jefferson prayed an effectual,
fervent prayer over me. I know it was effectual/fervent (to be operative, put forth
power) because it brought the scripture to manifestation: healing. “Confess your faults
one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
That evening “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”
kept resonating with me. As I meditated on forgiving others, the Lord brought to my
recall times throughout my life I had forgiven someone. But then He turned my
thoughts to “Forgive us our trespasses.” He showed me that for many of the times I had
forgiven someone (from ‘world hurt’ to ‘church hurt’), He had to forgive me for the way
I handled it. More specifically, wedged in between the transgression against me and
the time it took for me to come around and forgive someone, I had at times reacted
with hurt feelings of judgement, tale bearing in the name of asking advice (guile),
anger, fear, spiritual indignation, hardness of heart, self protection, etc.
The Lord let me know He had forgiven me long ago for all those transgressions of
the heart but He wanted to show me now, to make me sharply aware now, of how my
actions looked in the light of the cross at Calvary. “Guard your heart against this in the
future,” He was saying. I was overwhelmed by His tenderness and care. I could now see
how offensive it was to Him when a child of His thinks he or she has to take care of
their own self. It is painful to Him when His children don’t trust His word to be true.
How badly He feels when His children put their own thoughts above the divine
revelations He would like to give to them, if only they would do the word as it is
written, and not as they see fit. This is what the Lord was healing me from. He would
justify me. He would defend me. He would lead me, and not me myself.
The Lord made me aware of a heart condition that was hindering His ability to use
me more fully. He did not erase my memory regarding certain people. He gave me
more wisdom. “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16). The world is
waxing worse and worse, and we have no time to remain as immature saints. There is
so more He has for each of us to do for His kingdom, and He wants us to be ready to
go.
The prayers of a righteous person (Mother Jefferson, in this case), did avail much
when I went to her to confess a fault. Healing was poured out to me by Christ, but in a
very unexpected place and way. The healing was much greater in scope than the fault I
had confessed. Truly it was good for my soul.
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PRAYER LIST/

THURSDAY ROUNDTABLE ZOOM
Dial In: (312) 626-6799

Bishop & First Lady G. Wells
Bishop & First Lady L. Jones
Bishop & First Lady J. Ware
Bishop Courtney Jones & Family
Dr. Kenneth Goggins
Evang. Dan Rhoten
Mother Brooks
Mother Jefferson
Mother Rodgers
Sis. Alicia Jennings
Sis. Diane Yates
Bro. Calvin Dixon
LeSane Family
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Mar 3, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 845 4623 2254
Passcode: 099446
Mar 10, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 873 8129 4974
Passcode: 001327
Mar 17, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 860 9700 9078
Passcode: 739622

Mar 24, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 836 2382 4510
Passcode: 547511
Mar 31, 2022 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 896 3959 5396
Passcode: 310260

March Birthdays
including

1st Lady Wells

