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OAA NEWSLETTER
It's Praying Time
by Bishop G. Wells, Sr.
Grace and peace to each of you, my Father’s children. It is as the scriptures have said,
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“Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day” (Acts 26:22a).
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As we are emerging from our Month of Consecration, we are to move forward in our
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walk and work with our Lord. A critical part of that forward movement is that we
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prioritize the importance of prayer. We are not to mistake the Month of Consecration
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for the only time we devote ourselves to time with God in prayer. As we are in what we
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understand to be the “end times”, we should focus our attention more and more on
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Jesus. We need to hear His voice in order to know His will and follow His direction so
that we may successfully navigate life in these dangerous times.
We are reminded that the Saints through the ages, gave themselves to prayer. Daniel
was cast into a den of lions because he would not forsake his time with God in prayer (
Daniel 6). The scriptures indicate that the Apostles routinely went to the Temple for
“the hour of prayer” (Acts 3:1b). This demonstrates that there was a particular time,
every day, when the Saints of God (along with the Jewish worshippers) set aside to pray.
The Apostles not only participated in public prayer but also in private prayer. In Acts
10:9 we see that Peter, while in the city in Joppa at the home of one Simon the tanner,
goes to the roof top of the home at noon for the express purpose of prayer. We should
take note of the virtue of taking time to come away from the business of our day and the
interaction with other people so that we can hear the Lord clearly. We know that we
need Him and can do nothing without Him. But how do we facilitate and activate that
power of connection with Him? I submit that it is through prayer.
So I came across this information about how we can spend one hour in prayer. I think
that this will be beneficial to us all. One hour of prayer should include any or all of the
following; (1) Praise, (2) Singing, (3) thanksgiving, (4) waiting on God, (5) reading the
Word, (6) listening to the Holy Spirit, (7) praying the words of scripture, (8) confess
one’s own failings, (9) intercession for others, (10) petition for one’s own needs, (11)
praying in tongues.
In closing, let us remember the admonition of the scriptures concerning prayer. Luke
18:1b, “men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” To that end, the scriptures instruct
that we are to be steadfast in prayer (Romans 12:12), we are to pray everywhere (1
Thessalonians 5:17), we are to pray with all prayer and supplication (Ephesians 6:18), we
are to persevere or continue in prayer (Colossians 4:2), and we are to pray fervently
(James 5:16). I submit that in these times of global confusion, pandemic upheaval, failure
of human leadership, dissolution of the nuclear family and rampant crime, where else
can we go but to the Lord? That’s why, even as we come out of a Month of Consecration
and return to our more usual schedules of living, let us not forget, this is indeed
“Praying Time!”

Joy
By Evangelist Brenda Harris

Phillipians 4:12-13
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Did you know that Joy is a choice, even when we are in the midst of difficult times? We
have a choice whether to let the circumstances define our outcome or go through with God
holding our hand, guiding us and directing us. Oh, I'm not saying it will be easy; it can be
quite the opposite. Sometimes we get weary, life hurts us, people hurt us, and
circumstances and situations can all cause us to lose our Joy if we are not careful.
Sometimes we tend to equate joy with happiness, except happiness is based on our
circumstances or based on something happening to us. Joy is an attitude, a posture, a
position or a place. Joy allows you to find peace inward of the pain/difficulty through
gratitude. Joy allows us to focus on being, not doing. We know that joy is independent of our
circumstances. We must hold on to our Joy no matter what comes our way! Don't let anyone
or thing steal your Joy. Weeping may endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning
(Psalms 30:5b), which means you might have to cry for a while, but when you’re through
crying, there will be much joy.
Be Blessed and Be Encouraged!!!

Mercy
By Sister Tracy Isley

These are abundant spiritual times. Can you see it? Bishop Wells’ recent sermon about
slaying our personal sacred cows is a trumpet call. “Come up higher,” it says. We are
challenged to look at our lives and allow God to reveal to us the sacred cows of idolatry
that are draining us of spiritual strength.
The rumbling of the Holy Ghost was full in my belly after hearing that sermon. My
sacred cow? Pride. I asked the Lord to show me how I got there. He took me back to a
pivotal incident when he said He would give me forgiveness to extend to someone who had
offended me, altering the course of my life negatively. At the time I thought accepting
God’s forgiveness to extend to that person was saying ‘no big deal, I’m fine with what they
did’. But I wasn’t fine with it. I was hurt. So I said no. Of course, soon afterward I was
beyond mortified that I had actually refused to accept the forgiveness God was giving me
to give to someone else. Repentance, tears, prayers. Yes, He forgave me but I still had a
lesson to learn. At the time, I didn’t realize that pride was at the core. Through ungodly
means, this offending person had truly gotten the better of me and it hurt my pride. I also
didn’t understand at the time that thinking forgiveness meant I was ok with the whole
matter was a classic case of leaning to my own understanding. What I understand now is
that God was actually offering me the true way forward regarding this person and myself.
How did I finally come learn these lessons?
Matthew 18:32b-34, “O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou
desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion (a heart where mercy resides)
on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth (provoked, angry),
and delivered him to the tormentors (one who elicits the truth by the use of the rack), till he
should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses” (definitions
are from biblical Greek).
By refusing His forgiveness for someone else, I had provoked God. He delivered me
over to the tormentors for the purpose of eliciting the truth. Let’s just say for a long time
it wasn’t fun but I am grateful that our loving God will use any means necessary to bring
us to the truth about ourselves before it is everlasting too late. How long does this time of
torment last? God specifies “till he should pay all that was due unto him.” What we owe
God is a heart where mercy resides. We give God His due when we experience mercy from
Him and manifest it to others. That’s the way forward. When Bishop preached that we are
to slay our sacred cows of idolatry, I could sense the Spirit saying it was time to name and
slay that thing. Slay, saints. Slay and eat.
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Personal Financial Preparedness for the 21st Century Woman: Instructor: Cryshonda Gilkes
This course is designed to explain how different aspects of personal finance can be managed and provide resources for making financial decisions. Topics to be
explored include understanding how financial decisions are made, calculating net worth, consumer credit, understanding credit reports, bankruptcy, housing,
taxes, insurance, investments, banking, and budgeting.
Seminar Dates Monday, Feb. 7, 21, 28 at 8 pm EST/7 pm CST/6 pm MST/5 pm PST
Surviving the Process and Living Through Grief: Instructor: Sherice Benjamin
This course will explain grief concepts by walking through the stages of grief. This training is set to provide tools for healing, restoration, and the impact of
losing loved ones, employment, divorce, home, and ministry. This training is set to prepare individuals in ministry interested in forming a grief support group.
Seminar Dates Thursday, Feb. 3, 10, 17 at 8 pm EST/7 pm CST/6 pm MST/5 pm PST
Discovering Emotional Intelligence from a Biblical Perspective: Instructor: Tara Phelps-Jones
Emotional Intelligence (EQ) is the ability to recognize and understand emotions and your skill at using this awareness to manage yourself and your
relationship with others. This high-impact course combines team activities, movie clips, assessments, and participation to create a fun and inviting
environment for sharing and learning. Discover what EQ is and just how important it is in determining success in all facets of life. Discover the 4 EQ Skills –
Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness, and Relationship Management.
Seminar Dates Monday, Feb. 7, 21, 28 at 8 pm EST/7 pm CST/6 pm MST/5 pm PST
Adult Mental Health First Aid Certification: Instructor: Melodi Parker
Just as CPR helps you assist an individual having a heart attack, Mental Health First Aid helps you assist someone experiencing a mental health or substance
use-related crisis. In the Mental Health First Aid course, you learn risk factors and warning signs for mental health and addiction concerns, strategies for how
to help someone in both crisis and non-crisis situations, and where to turn for help. This course will be 2 hours per week and meet for 4 weeks. Students will
receive an official certification. An additional $28.95 will be assessed which includes a workbook and certification.
Seminar Dates Thursday Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 at 6:30 pm EST/5:30 pm CST/4:30 pm MST/3:30 pm PST

Mandatory Reporter Law as of January 1, 2020

This new law expands the definition of “mandated reporter” to include all volunteers who
work with children. It also changes the requirements for training those people, and expands
the scope of abuse that must be reported by clergy. Below is an excerpt from an article
provided by a Chicago law firm in relation to this new law, but I encourage you to read the
whole article by clicking here.

Who is a mandated reporter?
Any adult servings as a child-care worker affiliated with a church, other house of worship, or
other non-profit (whether in a paid capacity or as a volunteer) is now a “mandated reporter.”
Gone are the days where religious organizations or social service providers may recruit
random volunteers if the nursery gets too full on Sunday mornings or if more children than
expected show up for programs. Such recruits are now mandated reporters and must undergo
training, either prior to their child-related service, or within three months of first serving. No
exceptions exist for occasional for sporadic service.

Training:
If you would like to take the training course offered by the State of Illinois, copy the link into
your browser: https://mr.dcfstraining.org/UserAuth/Login!loginPage.action. The training is
free of charge and will take approximately 2hrs to complete.

To make a report:
As a reminder, our hotline number is 800-25-ABUSE (800-252-2873). For non-emergencies,
please make your report online at https://www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/safekids/reporting. To assist
you in submitting the required CANTS 5 (Written Confirmation of Child Abuse/Neglect Report:
Mandated Reporters), you have the option of emailing this document to:
DCFS.mandatedreporterform@illinois.gov.

To read the law in it's entirety, copy this link into your browser:
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1460&ChapterID=32
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