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      Grace and peace to all of the Saints of God, members of O’Fallon Apostolic
Assembly and to all of God’s people everywhere.  I am delighted to connect with
each of you in that superlative of all names. That name that is above all other
names, the glorious saving name of God, Jesus Christ.
      Here we are in the beginning of a brand new year. And this year unlike so
many of its predecessors, arises out of the ashes of a time of turmoil and tragedy
and yet at the same moment a time of triumph and testimony.  Coronavirus has
rewritten the play book on how life has been lived in the 21st Century. Usually we
draw a distinction between the concerns of the world and those of the church
but this time, this issue strikes us all the same. Saints, despite the teaching of
some religious leaders, are no more immune from this malady than are our
brethren who are in the world. The unvaccinated saints get sick and die and the
vaccinated and boosted saints (like myself) may contract the virus, just like the
world.
      Despite all of the uncertainty and fear that seems so prevalent today, the
word out of Heaven is to stay focused on Jesus. I love St. John’s New Testament
response to Genesis 1:1; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In
him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not” (John 1:1-5). John opens this gospel by
revealing to us that the God that spoke and therefore brought all things into
existence in Genesis 1:1, is Jesus Christ. In verse 14 John teaches; “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” All of this speaks to the
necessity of keeping our minds on Jesus. The One who created all things is able
to keep us through this Pandemic. If we will patiently seek His leadership,
remembering that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God,”
we can wait to hear then faithfully follow what the Spirit is saying to the Church
and thereby be delivered.
      Let’s choose to follow on to know the Lord by Faith and know that “he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6b). The Pandemic has an expiration date in God’s plan. We just
don’t know what it is, but He does. 
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     "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither
give place to the devil" (Ephesians 4:26,27). Have you ever noticed how this verse
is an example of the ‘bad to worse’ scenario? When we read “be angry” we can
assume we were feeling fine, then someone did something that made us feel
angry. God says it’s ok to be angry BUT he tells us “sin not.” In other words, we
have to watch ourselves when anger first pops up.
     The initial feeling of anger itself is not a sin, but notice how if we let the sun
go down on it, it intensifies. “Let not the sun go down” can literally mean the
ending of that very same day, it can mean the ending of the time God has allotted
you to clear something up with your fellow man, or it could perhaps mean the
end of one’s natural life. Whatever the case may be, the Lord makes it clear that
we only have a certain amount of time to deal with unresolved anger. His spirit
will not always strive with us. So if not dealt with in a timely way, what starts as
anger becomes wrath, and wrath is worse than anger. It is the place where the
devil can slip into your life. “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down
upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.” Giving and asking for
forgiveness is the key.
     Just before falling asleep one night, the Lord spoke ‘forgiveness’ in my spirit. I
went over every instance where I thought lingering anger could be. Those  sore
places, like a toothache, hurt. Speaking forgiveness over every situation I was
aware of made me feel so unburdened. Nights have never been more peaceful.
Truly, He gives His beloved sleep.
     Forgiveness relieves human beings of a burden they carry. It is so important
for us to help our brothers and sisters become unburdened, just as Christ does
for us. Driving the other night, I was joyfully overwhelmed with the desire to ask
someone I know for forgiveness. Funny thing is, I was not the initial offender but
my response has been standoff-ish, and not the continued demonstration of the
merciful love of Jesus Christ. I can tell this person still feels the burden. I ask the
Lord in this new year for the opportunity to speak to her and to help lighten her
load - to make things right in God’s sight.

Forgiveness
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MONTHLY INFO

Bishop & 1st Lady Wells
Bishop & 1st Lady Jones
Bishop & 1st Lady Ware
Bishop & 1st Lady Hughlett
Mother Brooks
Mother Jefferson
Sis. Faye Clemmons & Family
Sis. Mosetta Douglas & Family
Sis. Christine Hughlett
Sis. Candace LeSane & Family
Alisa Pearson & Family
Sis. Gloria Rodgers
Farmer Family
Goode Family
Mahoney Family
Isley Family

Prayer list OAA Th Bible Roundtable
Dial In: 312 626 6799

Jan 6, 11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 811 6512 5776
Passcode: 340801

Jan 13,  11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 847 4370 2904
Passcode: 623465

Jan 20,  11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 881 1961 8733
Passcode: 825368

Jan 27,  11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 886 4893 4969
Passcode: 591512

OAA Sunday School
Dial In: 312 626 6799

Jan 2,  09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 853 9870 7078
Passcode: 007531

Jan 9,  09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 836 4595 6348
Passcode: 230178

Jan 16,  09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 838 0115 9188
Passcode: 626647

Jan 23,  09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 850 2576 2745
Passcode: 113321

Jan 30,  09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 885 6665 1540
Passcode: 734459

Zoom information
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Happy Birthday 
to everyone

celebrating in
January!!


