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JESUS CHRIST: THE BRINGER OF
BETTER THINGS
CONTENT:
Written by Bishop G. Wells

From Bishop's Desk

“And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” Hebrews 12:24
Praise the Lord and greetings to the Saints of God in O’Fallon Apostolic
Assembly and beyond. I am excited to greet each of you with Jesus joy as we
enter into the last month of 2021. Though this has been a year of testing,
our God remains faithful to His people.
Contrary to some of our earlier hopes and maybe even expectations,
our nation and in fact the entire world is yet wrestling with the
Coronavirus. One could easily justify feeling depressed due to the rise of
inflation, the divided condition of our politics, the unexplainable rate of
crime, and to top it off, COVID-19.
But as we approach the season wherein we celebrate the birth of our
Lord (though we know that He probably was not born in December), we
have an opportunity for worship. Our text from Hebrews 12:24 says, “And to
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel.” We are reminded that despite
whatever else may be going on, we are to remain focused on Jesus.
The writer of Hebrews reminds his Jewish/Christian audience to
understand that however blessed they may have been as God’s covenant
people under the Law, that now, under Jesus, they enjoy a new and better
Covenant. Indeed as the first human type of Christ, Abel represents that
sacrificed son; even so, a greater than Abel is here. We have heard of all
kinds of variations of the Coronavirus. Lately, we hear of the Delta variant
and now the Omicron variant, to which many people live in constant fear.
Sure, we should do what we can to be wise in this war in this pandemic. I
heartily encourage the Saints to wear masks, wash our hands and get
immunized - but none of our efforts will ever replace our confidence in
Christ Jesus. He alone is in complete control. We must not allow anything
or anyone to undermine our absolute faith in Him.
Because we trust Him, we will face every day with joy and rejoicing.
We have to believe Him for “Better Things.” Sure, things can be worse but
we’re not looking for worse, we’re looking for BETTER. We may confidently
rest in He who is the sovereign Lord. There is nothing that happens without
His expressed permission. No matter how threatening, no matter how dark
or dire, our God is the “Bringer of Better Things.”
Maranatha,
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CONNECTION
CORNER
Why Is Giving Important?
Evangelist Brenda Harris

Have you ever noticed how the atmosphere changes as we get closer to the Christmas celebration
and holiday season? For some people it can be the worst day or month of the year. Some people
become suicidal, depressed, overwhelmed, or grief stricken at the loss of a loved one. Christmas,
although it may be a joyous time of year for some, can be the total opposite for others. Why not send a
card to someone you have not seen or heard from lately, or someone just to say “Hey!”
Let us keep in mind what may be joyous for you, can be extremely difficult for others. One small act
of kindness will go a long way. On that note I challenge you, if given the opportunity in the Month of
December to “Pay it Forward,” that you be a blessing to a complete stranger (providing your resources
allow you) just to warm someone's heart. Remember, we don’t know what’s going on in someone else’s
life, but your act of kindness will let them know they are not invisible. Because of the current
circumstances, right then you can let them know they are not forgotten, and someone is thinking
about them. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
The ultimate gift is God. God gives God, like it says in 1 Peter 3:18: “Christ also suffered once for
sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.” This was all so that we might
have God as our supreme, all-satisfying gift or treasure. At the heart of Christmas is God giving God
for the enjoyment of his people, whom he saves by giving his Son to suffer. That’s breathtaking. It is
the heart of Christmas. Hebrews 13:16 says, “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices” — that is, worship — “are pleasing to God.” Even our giving to others is viewed as a
sacrifice of worship to God.
Here’s the sum of the matter. I think all of our gift-giving should seek to form a mindset about
giving at Christmas that helps children and adults to:
(1) Rejoice in God as the great and first giver of the greatest gift,
(2) Seek the mindset that offers back to Christ the gift of trust, hope, admiration, joy, and affection,
and then, finally,
(3) Seek the mindset that overflows with joy in giving to others — not primarily the mindset of getting,
but the mindset of joyful overflow: giving.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! Arise from the ashes of 2021, breakthrough in 2022.
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Bread, Candle & Incense
Sis. Tracy Isley

Bishop recently preached a sermon reminding us that the Lord called us a
Royal Priesthood. How overwhelming to know that the royal line from Judah
and the priestly line from Levi were separate for the Jews but not for us. “But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood…” (1 Peter 2:9). We enjoy the
privileges of being His children; how much comfort there is in knowing who
our heavenly father is!! But what of the privileges - or more to the point - the
responsibilities of His priests? It became clear when Bishop preached from
the 1 Peter 2:9 text. The altar is a place of sacrifice. The bread: keep it fresh
daily. The candle: keep the fire lit. The incense: keep it burning, mingling
with the incense of the other priests.
As we move through this holiday season it seems clear that the Lord has
given us a reminder of how we are to proceed in the coming year: keep the
word of God fresh daily in our reading, stir up the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
pray fervently desiring to be on one accord with our brothers and sisters.
What a wonderful gift this would be. But a gift for whom?
In a recent Thursday Bible class, Bishop commented that when we do the
work and will of God, we are not edifying God. God cannot be edified in that
He is lacking and wanting in nothing. He is perfect beyond anything we can
imagine. We can please Him (what a wonderful thought!), but we cannot build
Him up (to edify is to build up).
The Lord has helped me understand that doing the work and will of God
means to edify His body, to build up others in the body. Yes, we are to build
ourselves up on our most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost (Jude 1:20),
but this is to equip us all the more to tend to God’s people. This is what
pleases our King and high priest, Jesus.
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Prayer List
Bishop & 1st Lady Wells
Bishop & 1st Lady Jones
Bishop & 1st Lady Ware
Bishop & 1st Lady Hughlett
Mother Brooks
Mother Jefferson
Sis. Alicia Jennings
Sis. Carolyn Sykes
Sis. Chrissy Hughlett
Sis. Gloria Rodgers
Eld. & Sis. James Clemmons
Bro. & Sis. Candace LeSane
Goode Family
Mahoney Family

To be added to the prayer list
please email us at:
ofallonapostolic@gmail.com
OR
visit our website at:
ofallonapostolic.org and
submit your request via the
form.

Zoom OAA Th Bible Roundtable
Dial In: (312) 626 6799
Dec 2, 2021
11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 823 8966 2193
Passcode: 119618
Dec 9, 2021
11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 845 3464 2250
Passcode: 328428
Dec 16, 2021
11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 883 2908 4606
Passcode: 559320
Dec 23, 2021
11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 843 3983 5201
Passcode: 828952
Dec 30, 2021
11:30 AM
Meeting ID: 869 7488 2456
Passcode: 513830

Zoom OAA Sunday School
Dial In: (312) 626 6799
Dec 5, 2021
9:30 AM
Meeting ID: 841 7658 1684
Passcode: 795945
Dec 12, 2021
09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 819 0234 7344
Passcode: 174604
Dec 19, 2021
9:30 AM
Meeting ID: 897 1984 1882
Passcode: 097393
Dec 26, 2021
09:30 AM
Meeting ID: 849 0821 6862
Passcode: 111290

I'M DREAMING OF A

White
Christmas
Happy Birthday
JESUS!
AND

ALL

DECEMBER

BABIES

