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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS...
From the Bishop's desk

“For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the
Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
ESTHER 4:14
I wish the Grace and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ to each of my Father’s children. I am happy commune with
you again and hopefully share a word of encouragement with you, that I trust will bless you.

Recently, Evangelist LaMyeia Bradshaw asked me for a theme and scripture to characterize our ministry for the
upcoming Bishop’s and First Lady’s Annual Appreciation service. After a prayerful wait, the Lord seemed to
impress me with “Leaders for Such a Time as This..”, from the fourth chapter of Esther, and verse fourteen.
Truthfully, I was thinking of First Lady, the Minister’s and Saints of O.A.A., who have been serving so marvelously,
despite the COVID PANDEMIC. By the way, “Great Job, Saints!”

But the Lord, reminded me that “there is more to it than just that”. So I went back and looked at the text. In the
fourth chapter of Esther, her cousin (quasi Uncle) Mordecai, sends the new Queen of Persia a word. Haman,
their enemy, has engineered an attempt to destroy all of God’s people, their people, in this case, the Jews. “For
if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews
from another place;..”. In other words, if you fail to rise to the defense and protection of your people, God will
still supply their deliverance. Esther is called to acknowledge that there was a situation at hand that threatened
to destroy all of her people. It is so important that all of God’s people be of the same mind in recognizing the
times in which we live. If one is in danger, then all are in danger. In spite of this, God will make a way of
deliverance for His people. “But thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed”.. and even though God rescue
His people, if you don’t do what you can, you will be destroyed. Let us never forget, to whom much is given,
much shall be required. God expects each of us to use the gifts that we were given. Then finally, “..and who
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” What a fateful question. It implies that
the answer is known and clear. Yes, you have come to the Kingdom, to position, power and opportunity for this
moment. God has a reason for each of us to be here for this time. It’s not just to spare us because He loves us.
But He wants to be able to use us in the deliverance, strengthening and encouragement of others and the
glorifying of His great name. It is well past time that each one of us begins prioritizing each other. Saint Paul
teaches “..be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another”. Romans
12:10

The Body of Christ, the community, the importance of “the other”, whoever “the other” happens to be,

must mean more to me than I mean to myself.

So if you are ever caught in the frame of mind where you wonder, “Why me Lord?” “Why does all the burden of
service and help and surrender seem to fall on me alone?” I submit that Mordecai’s question is a fit for your
situation. “..and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

CONNECTION CORNER
The Day is Approaching
Sister Tracy Isley
It is not a controversy that COVID has disrupted our ability to assemble in God’s house. As we moved through
the year we slowly began to reassemble. The the Delta variant emerged and some restrictions were renewed,
but we are moving forward again due to the availability of vaccines, boosters, masks, and social distancing.
COVID in its various forms seems to be here for awhile longer. The Lord has yet to remove it. Through it all, we
remain under the blood of the lamb. Thank you, Jesus.

In a recent lesson taught by Brother Phelps, he mentioned forsaking not the assembling of ourselves together.
It hit me in a new way and it got me to wondering - has COVID allowed some of us to get comfortable staying
away from the house of God? Are some people comfortable forsaking the assembling of ourselves? We have
been told up front by the Lord that things will get worse as the time of His second coming approaches, and we
have also been told how to respond. Christ is the high priest over the house of God (Hebrews 10:21). We are
admonished to “draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith” (vs. 22), “holding fast to the profession
of our faith without wavering” (vs. 23). We are also to “consider one another to provoke unto love and to good
works (vs. 24): Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (vs. 25).

The day is approaching - the signs are all around. Deception is rampant. A recent study has revealed that a
lie travels 6x faster online than the truth. The murder rate in the U.S. rose 25% from 2019 to 2020. 6G
technology is being heavily researched, and when it comes to market information will travel 1,000 faster around
the globe than it does now. Bank of America has recently done a study identifying the most researched future
technologies. The list is quite an eye opener: 6G, Emotional artificial intelligence, synthetic biology, Immortality,
Bionic Humans, and Holograms, among other areas. Daniel 12:4 says, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words,
and seal the book, even to the end of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”
The day is approaching - don’t let the circumstances of the end times cause you to forsake the Lord’s house.
On the contrary, as Christ gave to Paul, and Paul wrote for us - exhort one another, and so much the more, as
ye see the day approaching to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some.
Bishop Wells holds the mantel of leadership here at OAA, and it is his messages of wellness, safety, and church
attendance that we must be attentive to. He has led us forward, keeping in mind the challenges the saints have
regarding COVID , especially the older saints and those with compromised immune systems. But for those who
simply have gotten comfortable staying away (forsaking), please consider coming home.

CONNECTION CORNER
God Is Sovereign
Sister Brenda Harris

We hear saints quote/use the phrase “God won’t put more on us than we can
bear.” Is this biblical? Well, the scripture in

1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “There hath no

temptation taken you, but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” If God only gave us what we
could bear or handle, how could we bear one another’s burdens?

Galatians 6:1-2

KJV: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a
one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” The truth is God will put more
on us than we can bear. Joseph was a good example of Biblical character. He faced
more than any normal human being should have been able to endure. God and only
God can take you through the unbearable and bring you out on the other side of a
thing. God has tested many people to the maximum throughout the bible. When you
are being tested, when you are in the midst of circumstances or when life pressures
are extremely uncomfortable, when life is fragile, we must remember we serve a
sovereign God. No matter what happens or comes our way, God has the power to
change it in our favor or to allow it to happen. Either way, he has your back. His way
is the only way. Why walk from under a lighted path into darkness with lots of
uncertainties and no one to carry you when life becomes unbearable, when your
heartache is tearing you apart, or when you feel helpless? God takes care of us no
matter what. Keep your heart centered on him; let him be the lamp that is forever lit
in your heart. Storms will come, life will be more than you can bear. So what. That’s
why we have a Sovereign God. Lay your burden at HIS feet, cry out to HIM.

PRAYER LIST

Bishop & First Lady Wells

ZOOM INFO

Bible Roundtable Thurs @
11:30
Dial in: (312) 626 6799

Bishop & First Lady Jones
Bishop & First Lady Ware

Oct 7
Meeting ID: 856 1801 9375

Elder T. White

Passcode: 888639

Mother Brooks

Oct 14

Mother Jefferson

Meeting ID: 865 1453 3960
Passcode: 419864

Sis. Jennings
Sis. Rogers
Miss. Aliyah Rahamaan (De'Andre- son)
Bro. & Sis. Clemmons
Crape Family
Goode Family
LeSane Family
Mahoney Family
Pious Family
Mr. L. Ball
Mr. C. Green

Oct 21
Meeting ID: 810 2011 3143
Passcode: 989240

Oct 28
Meeting ID: 822 6137 6987
Passcode: 569345

Sunday School @ 9:00 AM
Dial in: (312) 626 6799

Oct 3
Meeting ID: 898 7572 1380
Passcode: 024386

Oct 10
Meeting ID: 870 6311 4635

Mr. D. Reid

Passcode: 494067

Oct 24
Those who are:

Meeting ID: 875 7433 7365
Passcode: 894106

First Responders
Serving in the military
Lost
Suffering w/ COVID-19

Oct 31
Meeting ID: 850 6734 9444
Passcode: 655703

HAPPY 39TH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY!

Happy

BIRTHDAY
October babies!

CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS

Mother Sallie Jefferson

Mother Mary Brooks

President of Mother's Board

Facilitator - Thurs Bible Study

